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Why do we need it?

So what does "Override server-supplied 
folder namespace" do?

“By choosing this option you can rename 
the folders that the server provides. If you 
select this option, you need to specify the 
namespace to use.”



  

Why do we need it? (2)

 No support for plug-ins
 Docbook offers far too much choice
 Current documentation is linear

 When you need help, it's on a specific thing

 Disto's change GNOME but not docs



  

What's in the duck?

Rarian Foie Gras

“Mallard
  Markup”

Project Graphite

Tracker System

lib.gnome.org Updated style
guide



  

Rarian

 Replaces scrollkeeper
 New meta-data format

 But still backwards compatible
 .desktop style format

 Allows for new goodness of markup
 Available now



  

lib.gnome.org

 developer.gnome.org, but better
 SoC 2006 project (Goran)
 Work is ongoing
 Don't know too much about it
 Online now



  

Updated Style Guide

 Current style guide is too stilted and 
format

 Very based towards book style, assuming 
people will read the manual as a technical 
manual

 Needs work...



  

Tracker System

 Don't know who's working on what
 Don't know when $MANUAL was last 

updated
 Don't know status of translations (some 

support now)
 Volunteer(s) needed!  Please?



  

Project Graphite

 “Making the ideal developer 
documentation”

 “Making the ideal user documentation”
 Creating guides for all things GNOME

 Like Havoc's book, but for all GNOME 
technologies

 Not really started



  

Foie Gras

 Making documentation easy to edit
 WYSIWYG editor for Mallard markup
 SoC 2007 projects (Buddhika and 

Szilveszter)
 Work in progress



  

Mallard Markup

 “2^infty times easier than docbook”
 Allows dynamic linking
 Much less linear, more user-centric focus
 Work in progress (apparently)



  

What it all looks like

Foie Gras (1)



  

What it all looks like

Foie Gras (2)



  

Rarian File

# Rarian meta-data
[Document]
Name=Rarian Reference Manual
Comment=Rarian is a documentation meta-data library. 
 This describes how to write documentation accessible 
to it and how to use the library.
DocIdentifier=org.other.rarian
Categories=Development|Libraries
DocPath=/tmp/rarian1/share/librarian/manual/...
index.xhtml
DocType=application/xhtml+xml



  

Mallard Markup



  

Mallard Markup (2)



  

What we need

PEOPLE
 Writers
 Hackers
 Artists
 Stylish people

MORE 
TIME

 9x6



  

Where to get it all

 Mallard (SVN)
 gnome-doc-utils/sandbox/mallard

 FoieGras (SVN)
 foiegras

 Rarian
 http://code.google.com/p/rarian/

 Everything else:
 http://live.gnome.org/ProjectMallard

http://code.google.com/p/rarian/
http://live.gnome.org/ProjectMallard


  

Questions

 Why is it called Mallard?
 shaunm likes ducks.  He's strange.

 Why is it called Rarian?
 It provides a library (librarian)

 When will it be done?
 When it's done

 You're great.  Can I buy you beer?
 Yes.  Buying beer will also speed up work 

(maybe).


