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Collabora Online
over lock-down
How LibreOffice technology in the browser improved

“Stand at the crossroads and look; ask 
for the ancient paths, ask where the 
good way is, and walk in it, and you 

will find rest for your souls...” - 
Jeremiah 6:16



Lockdown changes
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Changes during lock-down
October 2020

● Significant changes, COOL.
● Unwound catch-22 of encouraging

people to pay.

Now public unlimited Online binaries

Now public SDK, docker img build instructions etc.

● https://sdk.collaboraonline.com/

Inspired LibreOffice Technology umbrella brand:

● “LibreOffice Technology, a FOSS platform for
 personal productivity”

RemovedRemoved

https://sdk.collaboraonline.com/
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Crediting LibreOffice Technology

● Help → About
● CSP work for TDF ...

● Nextcloud Office
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Community Credits:
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More branded welcoming planned
Volunteer hackers to accelerate it appreciated.



LibreOffice Technology bits
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A few examples of
Improving the awesome
LibreOffice Technology
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Jumbo Spreadsheets
We now support up to 16384 columns in spreadsheets

Possibly the most annoying error dialog in the world now gone:
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Content Controls in Writer: Forms ...

● Rich Text
● Checkbox
● Dropdown
● Picture
● Date

This feature was made possible by funding from NGI and the
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 871498.

https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/guidance-for-applicants/guidance-for-specific-funds/horizon-2020/#:~:text=Horizon%202020%20is%20the%20largest,Europe%20produces%20world%2Dclass%20science
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PDF form creation ...
•Class beating PDF form export: •Improved form / a11y support

Merged for
LibreOffice 7.5
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Impress color theme 
•A key interoperability win 
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Chart – data tables ...

This feature was made possible by funding from NGI and the
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 871498.

Merged for
LibreOffice 7.5

https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/guidance-for-applicants/guidance-for-specific-funds/horizon-2020/#:~:text=Horizon%202020%20is%20the%20largest,Europe%20produces%20world%2Dclass%20science
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DeepL built-in translation ...
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PDF form creation ...
Class beating PDF form creation Improved form / a11y support



Collabora Online example wins
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By LanguageTooler

Thanks to Adfinis for
accelerating this work !

Daniel Naber’s company:

● Focused on B2C &
the web browser:

● LanguageTooler GmbH
● Potsdam.

● Taking on Grammerly
● More info here

https://languagetool.org/premium?a=collabora
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 DUDEN corrector integration
Extending existing LanguageTooler work

● LanguageTool → the best open source 
solution.

● Will require a DUDEN Web Service

● on -premise.
● https://www.duden.de/api etc.

● Initially just basic checking.

https://www.duden.de/api
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Precisely anchor & reflow your boat (and other) images
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New HTML Formula Input Bar



21

Accessibility Check
Accessibility Check Helps to create documents according to the 
PDF/UA Standard



22

Richer dialog functionality left & right
•eg. SparkLine properties •or File Properties
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Faster (zstd) tile compression + δ’s
Thanks to Facebook for a better zlib. ~5x lower CPU load for tile compression.

https://github.com/facebook/zstd
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Password options.
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Online / embedded Video playback
Built on browser codec support:
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Come hack with us !
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The cool kids use LibreOffice technology
LibreOffice Hack-fest

● This Monday & Tuesday:
● Community Dinner tonight!

COOL Days 2023 +
 LibreOffice technology Hack-fest:

● March 28th & 29th

● Claire College

Cambridge / UK.

https://wiki.documentfoundation.org/Events/2023/FOSDEM

https://www.collaboraoffice.com/cool-days-2023/

https://wiki.documentfoundation.org/Events/2023/FOSDEM
https://www.collaboraoffice.com/cool-days-2023/
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Our
mission:

Make
Open
Source
ROCK



Thank you!

By Michael Meeks

@CollaboraOffice
hello@collaboraoffice.com
www.collaboraoffice.com

Join the team: col.la/join

Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on 
a scroll, that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, 
or engraved in rock for ever! I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And 
though this body has been destroyed yet in my flesh I will 
see God, I myself will see him, with my own eyes - I and not 
another. How my heart yearns within me. - Job 19: 23-27

mailto:hello@collaboraoffice.com
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